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Warren, Robert Penn The Cave 
Random House. Aug. 24,1959. 403p. $4.95. (III) 


his earlier novel, Band Angels, Mr. Warren’s 
character, Amantha Starr, rejects the notion 
free will then person would somehow 


for his fate and the evil that happened 
The present novel continues the same theme. 
All the characters are desperately trying find their 
tue selves; but ,since they have freedom will, 
are the victims, not only circumstances, but 


more the dark subterranean world their own 


This Freudian world brought light 
having the people the novel day-dream about 


their hopes, fears, victories, frustrations, which are 
largely concerned with sex. fact, this novel reads 
like extended commentary the fifth canto 
Dante’s Inferno, which the sins lust are punished 
dark swirling wind that carries the victims round 
and round. Mr. Warren’s characters repeat the same 
dream image over and over and, like Francesca’s 
troubles, God, desire, circumstances, somebody else 
always blame; and, like Francesca, they beguile 
our pity. 

Old Jack Harrick dying cancer. had not always 
been so. one time his virility had been the envy 
every male and the desire every female. But, when 
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had married late, “got religion” and settled down. 
His two sons, Jasper and Monty, are chips the old 
rogue, although Monty still too young realize his 
potentialities and late has been finding the attrac- 
tions Jo-Lea Bingham, daughter the town banker, 
serious handicap proving his male prowess. Un- 
known him, Jo-Lea pregnant with his child, but 
has lately been coy resisting his importunities. One 
day takes her into the woods beyond Johntown for 
understanding. There they discover Jasper’s prized 
boots and music box but first pay heed the 
implications their discovery. Monty blurts out his 
love and about consummate his desire when Jo-Lea 
suddenly realizes that Jasper must trapped under- 
ground cave had been exploring and runs into 
town for help. Her father, meanwhile, has been con- 
ducting unpleasant interview with Nick Pappy, the 
Greek tavern-owner, the purpose which arrange 
for abortion which Nick understands for 
former waitress his tavern who now working for 
Bingham, but which Bingham intends for his daughter. 
Nick also suspects that the banker about call 
loan Nick has made from the bank, loan made neces- 
sary his extravagance buying cars for himself and 
for the wife had married from strip-joint because 
her platinum hair permitted him imagine was 
married Jean Harlow. 


the Harrick house Mac Sumpter, once companion 
Old Jack’s revelry but now the town’s Baptist 
preacher paying his daily visit dying Jack. Brother 
Sumpter had married girl whom Jack had gotten into 
trouble and refused marry. The girl, having sur- 
vived abortion Jack’s child, dies giving birth 
Brother Sumpter’s son, Isaac. The boy, growing up, 
resents the name bestowed him; college, his fel- 
lows thought him Jew, but this had also allowed him 
enter into alliance with wealthy Jewish girl .Back 
home, Isaac has been planning how make enough 
money get away from Johntown out the cave 
which Jasper has discovered Sumpter land. When 
Jo-Lea’s news reaches him, revises his plans. Be- 
lieving Jasper dead, nevertheless organizes rescue 
plans that the widest coverage will given the 
event. The publicity draws large crowds, but Isaac 
makes sure that the only one allowed into 
the deep recesses the cave where, supposedly, Jasper 
trapped. brings back word that Jasper alive 
and that Jasper really loves and wants right 
the mother his unborn child. Mass hysteria results. 
and radio commentators have field day. the 
height the hysteria, Jo-Lea confesses that she the 
one who bears Jasper’s child. Isaac returns the cave 
and brings back word that Jasper has died. His father, 
suspecting that his son has lied, crawls into the cave, 
during the resulting confusion and finds not only that 
Jasper has long been dead, but that Isaac never tried 
reach the trapped man with provisions. However, 
covers for his has confess that lied 
about Jasper being father unborn child and 
Jo-Lea has admit that Monty the one. She runs 
away the Harrick house, while Monty, after trying 
catch her, goes back the cave. Old Jack consoles 
the girl reminding her that Monty will come back 
her after has paid his last respects his dead 
brother. 


Although this novel written with power and sweep 
would not recommend this novel for many. 
the antiseptic safeguards medical language, 
this novel written poet), many will find 
Freudian tale harrowing and disturbing. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, D.C. 
Scholz, Hans Through the Nigh 
Crowell. Aug. 350p. $5.00. 


Although Through the Night may, may not be, 
its publishers promise, “one the finest pieces 
war literature come out Germany many 
not hard understand why Hans Scholz’ 
novel was immediate success his own country, 
Hans Scholz could not have caught more vividly the 
sour and sentimental mood typical post-war 
many. The fact that this mood has apparently changed 
little within the last ten years, despite the 
physical reconstruction West Germany, raises some 
disturbing questions. 


can remember boarding the midnight train from 
Munich Stuttgart, one chilly autumn night 
The train was windy (most German coaches had 
glass those days) completly dark (light bulbs had 
been manufactured the eastern zone) and crammed 
with people smelling poverty and disease. 
possible German accent identified once 
American. Under cover that utter darkness, 
invisible traveling companons began, one after another, 
tell what life had been like during the 
Hitler’s Reich. can still hear those quiet 
hour after hour, describing incredible horrors. 


The characters Hans Scholz’ novel could have been 
traveling companions that wretched train. All 
them are mutilated people whether they have 
leg, Hans Koslowski had, eye, like Stefen 
Cesnik, the unemployed jazz pianst, lover, had 
Barbara Bibiena Barbi Kroll. And all Hans 
Scholz’ characters, with their suppurating 
are inclined take refuge bitter ohne 
mich. 


Through the Night uses classic framework. Four men 
gather their old hang-out, the Jockey Bar Berlin 
one April night 1956. The occasion welcome 
home party for one them who has just returned 
from Russian prison camp. the night wears on, 
and the bottles empty, several other friends drop 
join the four, and the ghosts their memories 
even more compelling, each relives his story. 


There the corroding guilt defeat, reflected the 
story Jiirgen Wilms, veteran the Polish campaigns 
who watched whole villages Jews being shot neatly 
into trenches and buried over with 
potent guilt, for Jiirgens Wilms, which melts away into 
self-pity about the Jewish girl lost. 


There the persistent interest the occult, reflected 
the story Hans Koslowski, about old sch 

master East Berlin suburb, caught living 
the ancient folk lore the region; and about 
Kroll, strange little goatherd, who might have 
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witch she caused graves appear and disappear. 
gems curious contradiction that this rather unwhole- 
mysticism persists people practical and brisk 
the Germans. 
Especially the story the film producer Hesselbach, 
with its flashbacks into the medieval past, its char- 
acters who appear and reappear one age and an- 
other, Hans Scholz has caught the complexity the 
German character—a complexity which simpler and 
more direct people can find baffling, say the least. 
One wonders this complexity not central the 
mystery people sentimental and brutal, 
practical and gullible. This burden the German 
mind best reflected course the interior con- 
the German language and whole pattern 
their history. For novelist have expressed this 
complexity his characters and situations, that 
translation, small artistic achievement. 

Genevieve Casey, 

Detroit Public Library, 

Detroit, Michigan 


Neill, Robert The Mills Colne 
Doubleday. 383p. $4.50. (I) 


Chartism, the name given democratic revolutionary 
movement Great Britain, came into prominence 
1837, the year that Victoria ascended the throne. 
its six points—equal electoral areas, payment for the 
members Parliament, universal suffrage, property 
qualifications, vote ballot, and annual Parliaments— 
but the last have since been secured. Its most 
supporters were the textile workers, who were 
adversely affected the famous Corn Laws. seemed 
the beginning the worst excesses the French 
Revolution would repeated. But the English people’s 
respect for law and order, well the split among 
the Chartists themselves, saved the nation from disaster. 


This the historical background for the present novel. 
Most the action takes place the small mill town 
Colne. The central Robert Shaw, young 
man twenty-six. naturally ambitious and does 
not want remain clerk all his life. Besides, his 
sweetheart, Anne England, wants him enter business 
himself. 

Robert was instrumental persuading the millowners, 
the shopkeepers and the ordinary people the ad- 
vantages gas over candlelight. But his second and 
more task when decides introduce 
power-looms the making cloth. threatened 
unemployment for many the 4,000 hand-loom men 
inthe town. The machines therefore had brought 
secretly and protected all times. But the news 
eventually leaked out, and the hand-loomers, roused 
Fergus O’Connor, one the radical Chartist 
leaders, set out destroy the machines that endan- 
gered their livelihood. But would spoil the reader’s 
interest were describe the exciting events that 
now followed. 

this novel very much. touching story 
awoman’s faith man, and how her encourage- 
ment enabled him persevere spite tremendous 
There humor too. One the best inci- 
dents how the ugly mood the hungry people was 
suddenly changed into one friendliness means 
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parade and the distribution free food and beer. 
addition the author, Robert Neill ,has made pro- 
found study the Chartist movement, and the effect 
had one little town England critical mo- 
ment its long history. book that can highly 
recommended for every class reader. 

Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 

University Santa Maria, 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Routsong, Alma Round Shape 
Houghton, Mifflin. Aug. 207p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Many the chapters this novel, Round Shape, are 
essentially vignettes their own right and, like the 
charms bracelet, these vignettes are linked together 
Frank Thorndike, ex-G.I., who revels being 
man, big and powerful and lucky.” After three years 
the Army, Frank eager settle down his home 
town where everyone knows what everyone else 
doing. wants nothing more life than marry 
Nancy and open his own repair shop with the money 
has been sending his mother save for him. 
marries Nacy but his plans for his shop must post- 
poned until and Nancy can save the money from his 
salary factory job. His mother has spent his 
money, fact which, his simplicity, believes 
carefully guarded secret. Despite his disappoint- 
ment, his mother’s jealous interference their mar- 
riage, and their mounting debts, Frank and Nancy are 
happy during their first year together. not until 
Frank discovers that his mother could have given him 
his savings and that the whole town knew that 
feels drained his luck and his whole life seems 
become meaningless. surprise but logical ending, 
Roger Thorndike, his first visit home five years, 
restores his brother’s feeling bigness and power and 
luck revealing Frank that their mother’s jealous 
interference Frank’s life actually manifestation 
her love for him. 


You have choice: you may take leave it. Fither 
way, you gain nothing nor you lose anything. Many 
readers will object this novel’s language, its realism, 
its failure contribute constructively the world 
literature. Others will read this novel, ignore the single 
words and phrases, and give credit Alma Routsong 
for realism depicting human weaknesses with warmth 
and not with the usual sordidness associated with 
realism. She has given very clear picture 
small town, clear that such town exists, its in- 
habitants will covertly watching and wondering. 
She demonstrates keen observatory power and the 
ability interpret her observations without boresome 
detail. Frankly, think she can much better than 
this sample her writing. Round Shape has all the 
characteristics one those old Class motion pic- 
tures—low cost, low appeal, filler-in stuff. 


Carmen Collier, 
Canada, California 
Offit, Sidney Had Made 
Crown. Aug. 27,1959. 317p. $3.95. (III) 


This the story young Brodie, who went work 
hotel the Catskills order earn his college 


tuition. Brodie, native New York City, com- 
bination bold confidence, and frequently insincere 
charm. Brodie goes work for the Mandheimers who 
own and run the Sesame Hotel. immediately 
antagonizes Stan Macht, another waiter the hotel. 
Macht has considerable influence because great 
college basketball player. One Brodie’s first acts 
the hotel seduce Roz Silvers, young counselor 
the camp; and Stan Macht’s power begins felt, 
Brodie has use his wiles the hostess, Audrey 
Grier. Marsha Mandheimer, the only daughter the 
owners the resort, the Sesame. She 
mourning the recent death her young husband. 
Marsha first has affair with Stan Macht, but then 
Brodie and she discover each other. Macht and Brodie 
engage and the victorious fired the 
Mandheimers; however, when the owners realize that 
their daughter and Brodie love each other, they rehire 
the boy, and appears will eventually inherit the 
hotel. 


The story this novel far-fetched. The narrative 
serves principally give movement number 
anecdotes and character sketches revolving about 
Catskills recort. Here the author fails point which 
really not his fault. This book supposed hum- 
orous; the type book whose only raison d’étre 
humor, but the humor did not come through this 
reviewer. The comedy does not succeed because 
too limited scope and conception; depends too 
much Jewish voice intonations, speech patterns, 
racial mannerisms, and the like. has long been the 
belief this book could illustrate the 
point there type humor which only 
person particular nationality can appreciate. This 
reviewer remembers watching the famous Jewish come- 
dian Menasha Skulnik Broadway play and wonder- 
ing what all the laughter was about. Mr. Skulnik 
would hang his head certain way, 
shoulders, use his hands talk with, etc., and the 
majority the audience was hilarious uproar be- 
cause they were familiar with such characteristics 
their own friends and their own households. the 
same way, not believe non-Irish audience can 
fully appreciate the humor Barry Fitzgerald. You 
have familiar with the mannerisms, the facial ex- 
pressions, the twinkle the eyes, the brogue patterns, 
etc. possible that people thoroughly familiar with 
Jewish characteristics might enjoy Mr. Offit’s humor 
immensely, but not believe his humor universal 
enough move large audience. 


Mr. Offit’s novel flows well, and some the characters, 
particularly the elder Mandheimers, are interesting even 
one cannot laugh them, the author wishes 
do. But should remarked that Mr. Offit has 
rather casual attitude toward sexual promiscuity which 
think somewhat immature and offensive. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Cochrell, Boyd The Barren Beaches Hell 
Holt. Aug. 24,1959. 379p. $4.95. (IIb) 


Andrew Willy seventeen and orphan. lives 
Spokane with his older brother and sister-in-law. 
not particularly well-treated his relatives and feels 


bored and restless. Judy Powell, his high school 
heart, refuses marry him because she feels 
young. Willy enlists the Marine Corps, and afte 
training the United States, his unit sent New 
Zealand. Eventually, Willy participates the 
battle Tarawa; there for the first time sees the 
chaos war, and becomes hard, cynical, and 
bittered. After Tarawa his group sent 
there they relax for while and then train for the 
combat. Willy and his friend Salty Jones 
for week, but return time set sail for Saipan, 
After Saipan comes Tinian, and after the carnage 
Saipan, the Tinian campaign relatively easy. 
unit prepares for the Okinawa invasion, but they 
recalled Saipan before they land from their 
Shortly thereafter Willy accidentally shoots his closes 
friend. add his depression, Judy Powell 
marine who has been wounded and returned the 
States. and his battle group enter Japan and 
reflect the ruins Nagasaki. Finally, Willy 
America. Although has one return to, 
realizes that man must have faith and charity toward 
his fellows and must not give himself pessimism 
and despair. 


When Mr. Cochrell moves around the home 
USO dances, maternity wards, the daily life 
unhappy teenager, his work seems rather common- 
place and artificial; but when describes the landings 
Tarawa and Tinian and the bloody slaughter 
Saipan, his writing takes earnest authenticity, 
which grips the reader and brings attention and interes. 
His portrayal battle brutal, deadly, exhausting 


struggle done with classic simplicity. sincere 


viction truth and realism well conveyed, and 
come know not only Willy, but Salty Jones, 
McGhee, Captain Bean, and the others quite closely. 
can understand the frightful pressures and tensions 
they encounter, and can understand their various 
reactions these tensions. shame that 
Cochrell did not confine himself battle scenes since 
the home front intrusions make the novel uneven. 
Fortunately, the author bit more interested war 
than peace. nightmare was lived under South 
Pacific skies, and Mr. Cochrell has recaptured many 
aspects this nightmare quite vividly. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Morante, Elsa Arturo’s Island 


Knopf. Aug. 17,1959. 372p. $4.50. (III) 


Arturo’s island Procida, one the small islets dotting 
the Bay Naples. Once was prey pirates and 
invaders; now its towering castle has been turned into 
prison for long-term inmates and seldom are its shores 
visited. The focus centered huge ramshackle 
house that had been converted from monastery 
racks, and from that private dwelling. The 
immediate previous owner was misogynist who had 
befriended all the gay blades the island and 
nightly revels inspired the local legend that 
might ever find happiness there. the blond, 
godlike father the hero who turned the island 
from Germany with crippled emotions, fell heir the 
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house because his close friendship with the owner. 
installed his bricle there, where she died Arturo’s 
There, the boy was raised servant who 
abandoned him after few years undisciplined 
alone while his father went off periodically 
long mysterious trips. 

Arturo lives the enchanted heroic world his 
imagination, discovering the secrets the island amid 
the bird-haunted cliffs and coves surrounded rest- 
relives the experiences the great ex- 
and plans adventures his own with Wilhelm 
whose indifference irks him and whose nickname for 
him: Blackie, offends him. When Arturo fourteen 
years old, Wilhelm arrives one day with Nunziata, 
pious Neapolitan girl two years his senior who 


must play the role stepmother. ambiv- 


toward Nunziata she would seemingly dis- 
place him the affections his father, and his grow- 
ing love for her, distorted jealousy into hatred— 
make the main theme the story. 

When Wilhelm soon tires his new wife and leaves 
another long trip, Arturo sees her through her 
and the birth his step-brother. Adoles- 
cent changes taking place his body and psyche bring 
about crisis which Nunziata, despite her piety, be- 
comes hopelessly involved. The final return the 
father, accompanied somewhat indirectly convict 
fiend whom has somehow had transferred the 
prison, brings into the open life-long homo- 
sxual fixation. Arturo, witnessing his father’s degra- 
dation subsequent scenes with the prisoner, finds his 
admiration changed into horror and shame and 
leaves the island and Nunziata forever. 

The writing good and the mood sustained marvel- 
ously throughout this gloomy tale, well translated from 
the Italian Isabel Quigly. Elsa Morante succeeds 
depicting the seething emotions this singular adoles- 
cent high contrast with the young wife’s simplicity 
and naive faith. Offensive details suggested the 
grotesqueries the plot have been reduced mini- 
mum. However, this not novel for young readers. 
Authoress Morante, wife Alberto Moravia, has been 
awarded top Italian literary prize, the Premio Strega, 


for this novel. 
Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 
Salle College, 
Bacolod City, Negros Occidental, 
Philippines 
Dayan, Yaél New Face the Mirror 


World. Aug. 17,1959. 151p. $3.00. (IIb) 


Yaél Dayan the twenty-year-old daughter Moshe 
Dayan, the former Commander-in-Chief the Israeli 
Army. New Face the Mirror her first novel and, 
like all novels the very young, autobiographical 
spirit and, rather closely, fact. 

Ron, its heroine, the daughter Colonel 
the Israeli army and she herself just entering her 
conscription period the novel opens. There 
very little the novel but Ariel Ron (Yaél Dayan), 
her reactions army life, her estrangement from her 
her love affair with older man, her cease- 
less soul-searching and final coming-to-terms with her- 
She the puppet master and the other characters 
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emerge dance for her, then retire into the shadows. 
all very adolescent and intensely egotistical and, 
quite often, dull. Nobody past the age reason could 
interested every silly thought that passes through 
the mind pretentious and conceited seventeen- 
year-old girl. 

This subjectivity interferes with what might have been 
graphic picture life Israel. There are very few 
passages which give you sense pioneer spirit 
even the landscape. Ariel could spoiled, privi- 
leged girl any country. 

Which brings the inevitable comparison with 
Sagan. disagree with the statements have 
seen that Francoise Sagan the product decadent 
society while Dayan young, vigorous one. 
Actually they are sisters under the skin the point 
where Dayan’s Ariel abruptly and not too convincingly 
finds herself. The difference degree; Sagan 
more talented, more sophisticated and basically, more 
objective. Yaél Dayan more honest, perhaps, but 
there more literature than baring one’s soul. 


Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Roth, Arthur What the Stars? 
Straus Cudahy. Aug. 24, 1959. 298p. $3.95. 


Arthur Roth’s What the Stars? has some the new 
soldier’s innocence Time for Sergeants and some 
the selectivity more contrived novels. Roth’s first 
novel, Terrible Beauty, now being filmed. 


Private Patrick John “Slater” McGurk and his 
are the heroes this string comic interludes de- 
scribing barracks life and pub life. The “Slater” goes 
soft Breege Leahy and Private Fitzhenry Patricia 
Leahy. Mrs. Leahy runs the pub that caters the 
Eighth Garrison Company, Ordinance Corps the 
Irish Army during the last days World War II. 


However, other characters emerge single chapter in- 
cidents—all which are lightly 
Lt. Percival Pettigo, the commanding officer, who 
cannot get his men make showing even the 
inter-company boxing tournament. The men preferred 
lose rather than increase the chance Pettigo’s re- 
ceiving permanent peace-time commission the 
army. 

Some the incidents are vulgar; one indecent be- 
tween Fitzhenry and Trish Leahy. McGurk’s love for 
Breege was pure but never came anything and Fitz- 
henry’s attack turned Trish into loose woman. But 
there’s uproarious Christmas leave bus-ride that 
Fitzhenry took. 

For one week after Christmas the “Knave” O’Hanlon 
and the “Slater” got themselves gloriously drunk. The 
incidents that resulted were really funny. fact, the 
whole book funny one can enjoy Irish-British 
humor. But would take Hitchcock develop the 
richness detail. 

There are special plot and unusual characters 
What the And there’s special reason for 
the title except that might signify new soldier’s be- 
wilderment with his life. Sympathy, course, not 
called for. Maybe pity fury should shown over 
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these continuously repeated situations which the 
military command, right down from the president 
the country, completely and determinedly oblivious 
the life and environment the new men whom they 
have inducted seduced into the army. 


The language occasionally vulgar, the incidents ob- 
scene, yet the general tendency the novel not 
vicious. And the style writing lively, slangy and 


times overboard. 
Joachim Daleiden, 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Lambert, The Older Soldier 
Simon and Schuster. Aug. 28, 1959. 215p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Other readers may not enjoy this novel much 
did simply because they weren’t there. was; and those 
days beyond recall, when the Air Force was still the 
Army Air Corps, now dance excitedly before me. Like 
Pvt. Jutland, the hero this farce, hit the beaches 
basic, good old AC, Miami. did 
together from 0200 2200 those swank and mons- 
trous hotels and still had energy left sing and 
“harch” and praise our oppressors: “Here‘s toast 
the host men boast, the Army Air Corps.” 
both shipped out for Air Corps technical school 
Colorado where had female instructors with the 
mother instinct. From there went university, 
(he Yale, Oregon), where studied from 0500 
2000, and then back Colorado Springs where the 
ski troops from Camp Carson were preparing meet 
Hitler’s snowmen invading from the North Pole. 
was there, too, when Pvt. Jutland charlestoned and 
when Sgt. Moylan played Tarzan the drapes, broke 
furniture, and finally got lost snowdrift after 
quiet little blowout the Antlers Hotel (or the Broad- 
moor; they were both finer places relaxation than 
the USO). Thence flight Hickam Field, (the 
flowers were lovely), and the Pacific beyond, Pvt. Jut- 
land Polynesia, Micronesia. After our tour 
duty the islands, where didn’t find the same somni- 
gerous, James 
Lambert-paradisical life the natural, both 
(now sergeants) set sail from Saipan for the States and 
scrambled eggs. 

Though our country club careers were remarkably simi- 
lar, Pvt. Jutland and have different points view. 
saw the Air Corps when was only eighteen, single, 
sheltered, and was thin; Pvt. Jutland was forty, foolish, 
married, and was fat slob. capered with of- 
ficers, got clobbered drunk with them, even punched 
few the nose. sees the brass and the army for 
what they were—the most comical bunch misfit 
civilians since Falstaff marched his ragamuffin soldiers 
Shrewsbury. Other than Pvt. Jutland, “that tun 
man, that huge bombard sack, that reverend vice, 
that grey iniquity, that father ruffian, that vanity 
years,” Col. Bentley, (later General), author Lam- 
bert’s best character. The novel’s other milites gloriosi 
are mere types, the kind you would find almost any 
barroom, but farce one must not expect characteriza- 
tion depth. The Jonsonian humors-type, like the 
lovely Polynesian girls Full Beer and Always Love, 
are usually adequate. The dialogue the roughhouses 


speak, though cliché-ridden and slightly vulgar, 
the most part well written, discreet, and 
However, one note unreality sounded—in all 
army travels never once encountered who could 
could mouth Shakespeare and Keats. 

The novel Lambert’s first, and wonderfully funny 
one is. Different from the platoon war novel 
the raw rookie type, will most likely follow 
and Time for Sergeants the screen. 


John Murray, 


University Scranton 


Arnothy, Christine The 
Dutton. Aug. 28,1959. 255p. $3.75. (IV) 


Neurotic hypochondriac Isabelle Grosjean latches 
refugee Roumanian “Doctor” Constantin, who cure 
with magic hands and the rays from electric heater, 
With her husband’s money she sets him 
practice, which pays for becoming her lover, 
after breaking his ties with Fernande, the concierge 
his first refuge Paris. Constantin 
the most Isabelle, but after meets her 17-year-old 
daughter Corinne, who detests him from the start, 
interested far more the daughter. The father, 
tries hold the family and keep contact with his 
daughter, but Corinne wants part either 
mother. 

Corinne’s pathetic set-up many ways, and Max: 
tragic one. Max finally leaves Isabelle. The “Doctor’ 
develops some unnamed malady which combined with 


news Fernande’s death, causes him break with 


Isabelle, who then realizes that she will really alone 
for the rest her life. Corinne runs away her Aunt 
Aurélie and finds her peace the Catholic 
and Aunt Aurélie, staunch “free-thinker,” decides 
leave open the peasants her corner Brittany, 
the road the ancient Calvary, local shrine. 


Corinne’s conversion and sudden complete 
ing her father little hard believe. Aunt 
Aurélie’s change heart fantastic. the light 
the relatively happy ending for Max, Corinne, and 
Aunt Aurélie, the vague and inconclusive fates 
Isabelle and the charlatan doctor are are unsatisfactory 
say the least. good triumphant, then 
evil should correspondingly defeated! 

Granted that there story material the lives the 
most ordinary people, this reader wishes that talented 
writers would stop digging deeply into the 
pathetic muck many them. Christine Arnothy, 
talent. uneven talent, that all her char 
acters not assume real proportions, but those who 
are clear though they were under 
They are also pretty thoroughly unattractive. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Sillitoe, Alan 
Saturday Night and Sunday Morning 
Knopf. 239p. $3.75. (IV) 


Thirty-one-year-old Alan Sillitoe, are told, was bom 
Nottingham, raised the slums that 
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and finally capstan lathe operator another 
factory. the wartime RAF spent two years 
operator Malaya. After the war married 
and lived Majorca where met the poet Robert 
Graves who encouraged him write. This his first 
novel and was awarded the Author’s Club prize for 
the best English novel 1958. 

frank, vigorous, smelly first novel, the story 
independent young man and his wild-oats sowing. 
Its rebellious twenty-two-year-old hero Arthur Seaton, 
alathe operator Nottingham bicycle factory whose 
motto for hos career pub-crawling and bed-hopping 
“It’s great life you don’t weaken.” Truth tell, 
the 239 pages this book are dedicated 


nothing more than sottish swilling and lecherous 


meanderings selfish, cunning, amoral rowdy. This 
and nothing more. The theme seems demand ob- 
profanities, vulgarities and blasphemies; and 
the reader will find them all-too-generous profusion. 
you can stomach that sort stuff, Sillitoe easy 
read: writes facilely, singlemindedly; although this 
last quality reduced the narrow ambitions 
theme covering just one year British bum’s 
But the only recommendation can make 
itsregard adverse: Avoid it. 

Matthew Meighan, C.SS.R., 

New York, New York 


Kiker, Douglas Strangers the Shore 
Random House. Aug. 344p. $3.95. (IV) 


This depressing and rather sordid tale life 
country” the modern American Navy. 
tale marital difficulties which two mar- 
riages founder the rocks adjustment with two 
survivors attempting new marriage the story ends. 
Tom McCollough rising young lieutenant who has 
already attracted the attention higher brass and, 
time may well progress the ladder command. 
But Tom cursed with Lauralee, somewhat hedon- 
istic young wife who has been driven almost insane 
her father’s persecution and who refuses meet the 
problems and responsibilities married life, preferring 
instead escape the fancied security momentary 
pleasure. Because her condition Tom has secured 
post flag lieutenant admiral the 
Newcove Naval Base New England. Tom knows 
that, advance rank, must return sea duty 
and over Lauralee’s objections secures duty aboard the 
Gettysburg, super-carrier whose captain Arthur 
Sherman, under whom Tom had served Newcove. 
is, course, brings about crisis between Tom and 
which, after one weak effort, she can only 
abandoning their baby and returning her 
father’s home. 
Caroline Sherman, the Captain’s daughter, marry 
Thayer Edwards, son conservative old admiral. 
week before her wedding she intimate with Jack 
Barbee, unwilling Naval officer and son admiral 
active service. Thayer and Caroline marry and 
only few days later Thayer discovers her infidelity 
and dismisses her just the Gettysburg sail 
short duty cruise. 
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the cruise Thayer crashes his plane, probably de- 
liberately, during landing and sets fire the flight 
deck. save his ship Captain Sherman has the 
burning plane with Thayer thrown overboard, 
over the public protest Jack Barbee. Barbee 
arrested and scheduled for court martial. Thayer 
rescued but badly burned that dies after several 
days without recognizing forgiving Caroline. 
final reaction her father’s persecution Lauralee 
freezes death snow storm. Captain Sherman, 
bucking half-heartedly for admiral, releases Jack Barbee 
from court martial, after the latter’s father had indi- 
cated that Sherman was the kind man the selection 
board was seeking. Tom and Caroline drift together 
and propose new marriage salvage what left 
their lives. 


Presumably, the book intended 
study several characters series stress situations 
againt background modern naval life; but unfortu- 
nately character delineation the author’s competence 
seems inferior his purpose. The characters are all 
vague and act only accordance with momentary 
motivations. Only Captain Sherman and his wife, the 
nearest approach wholesome characters the book, 
are shown with any degree clarity and even they 
seem drifting aimlessly along. Other than vague 
devotion naval duty, the highest good seems 
“good time.” Beyond that there seems atti- 
tude futility—that are “all adrift the sea 
time” (p. 221)—and that all can make the 
best it. Under the guise realism the reader en- 
counters great deal profanity and obscenity and, 
the whole, there seems reason recommend the 
book for any class reader. 


L.N. 
Lofts, Norah The Town House 
Doubleday. Aug. 20,1959. 403p. $4.50. (III) 


(Literary Guild Choice—September 


The september selection the Literary Guild 
historical novel Miss Norah Lofts, The Town House. 
Subtitled “The Building the House,” this book de- 
scribes the transition from serfdom freedom achieved 
15th Century smith named Martin Reed. 
Lofts presents characters whose impulses are modern 
and whose ambitions are undated; only their environ- 
ment remote. 


When their lord refuses allow Martin marry Kate, 
the two lovers escape walled city. There Martin 
works become journeyman smith, but despite his 
skill the guild refuses advance him. support his 
family—for Kate has given him two children—Martin 
violates guild rules and secures extra work. For doing 
this beaten almost death band ruffians. 
Events such this are modern their conditions and 
meaning; their circumstances and outcome suggest that 
Miss Lofts does not vote with the Laborites. 


After Martin recovers the charitable care the 
monks, learns that some men are organizing attack 
the Abbey. Sensing opportunity retaliate for the 
treatment.dealt him his guild and repay the 
monks for their kindness, Martin informs the brother 
the Abbey. Thus alerted, the monks defend their 
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Abbey and reward Martin with money and property. 
When the jubilant Martin returns his family, 
finds them all burned death. 


Martin Reed the first five narrators this novel, 
and this terminates his section. The other narrators 
are all closely associated with him and his house. Old 
Agnes tells her master’s success wool merchant 
and his marriage witch named Magda, who bore 
him son, Richard. Magda’s presence the story 
enables Miss Lofts investigate the lore drugs and 
potions, although her credit novelist that 
historical information becomes integral part the 
narrative. 


When Richard grows manhood, marries Anne 
Blanchfleur. Their marriage unites Martin Reed’s 
family, just one generation from serfdom, estab- 
lished family suffering from the lack funds. This 
important step “The Building the House.” 
This part the novel comes through Anne: she 
records her married life with Richard and her tryst with 
Denys the When Denys blackmails her—for 
really the father Anne’s only children, the 
twins Walter and Maude—Anne murders him. Then 
her mother dies, and after that Richard. Feeling re- 
sponsible for all this tragedy, Anne resorts alcohol. 


From Anne’s daughter, Maude, and from old Martin’s 
trusted employee Nicholas Freeman, have the last 
sections The Town House. Off school, Maude 


learns trust the nuns. Why she trusts them, why 
she joins their company, Miss Lofts completely 
loss explain. Maude has money and stands in- 


herit her grandafther’s fortune; she has lovers: young 
knight, Henry Rancon, and the business-like Frreman. 
Through them both the old and the new order are 
open her. everyone delighted when Maude 
quits the convent—or everyone except the nuns who 
expected gain Maude’s death. (Avarice motivates 
all the religious this novel, and every sympathetically- 
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drawn character subscribes protestantism time 
and place historically Catholic.) Romance dictate 
that Maude should marry Henry; Miss Lofts’ prejudices 
send the crafty, deceitful, greedy, lustful Freeman 
the clergy where his capacities eventually earn for him 
the cardinal’s hat. 


Miss Lofts experienced novelist, although she 
certainly not great one. this novel she faced 
challenge that better writer would have met: each 
the five sections told different character 
manded not only five individual viewpoints but als 
five distinctive modes expression. But she not 
such demands; her freemen, serfs, wet nurses, and 
socially elite all talk and write alike. Their 
and expression match the style which Miss Lofts 
her omniscient, third person interludes. And this 
neither distinctive nor distinguished. 


Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Gerson, Noel The Ladies 
Doubleday. Aug. 20,1959. 365p. $3.95. 


Beginning with his dismissal Josephine Beauharnais 
sometime 1810, this the story the last years 
Napoleon’s reign seen through the eyes Marie 
Louise, quondam Duchess Austria but most famous 
history Empress France and Napoleon’s consort 
for meteoric four years. Mr. Gerson’s theory that 
she was the only woman Napoleon truly loved and 
that, after she had learned the nature the man, she 
too loved him. Mr. Gerson also telling tale sym 
pathetic Napoleon necessary force the 
tion Europe from the bonds absolute monarchy, 
stage the liberation humanity, whose reforms 
remained force even though his dynasty and empire 
failed. presenting Napoleon the most 
able light genius working for the betterment 
mankind and misunderstood all save Marie-Louise. 


Beginning with the scene which Josephine 
formed the impeding divorce, the author moves 
the discussion between Napoleon and Talleyrand 
available candidates and then the proposal submitted 
Franz Joseph and transmitted Marie who accepts 
the spirit the Hapsburg tradition devotion 
duty. Her encounter with Napoleon, the delayed 
ding and her first attempts understand her husband 
culminate her discovery that has brought the 
Countess Walewska, mother his son, Paris. Rap- 
prochment with Letizia, Napoleon’s mother, and the 
beginning pregnancy leads the beginning love 
for Napoleon which gradually ripens throughout the 
story. Then Napoleon goes reluctantly the invasion 
Russia, barely escaping with his life raise new 
armies against his woes. When final defeat impends 
Marie-Louise accepts asylum Austria only for the 
sake her son and because she cannot join Napoleon. 
There she kept careful ignorance Napoleon’s 
fate, finally accepting the Duchy Parma, with her 
son being reared Austrian Archduke. 


This smoothly-written, highly credible story, 
ing over Napoleon’s major deficiencies 
him mainly according the author’s thesis. the 
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very least this palpable straining historical truth 
and such the book suitable only for adults who 
will not accept its face value. 


The Day Sacrifice 


Fereidoun 
Esfandiary, 241p. $3.95. 


McDowell, Obolensky. Aug. 21, 1959. 

This the story eventful week the life 
Iranian beatnik. However, that not all. The book 
tries give picture the new Iran contrasted with 
the old, with attention focused women, politics, and 
family relations that order. This trying too much 
small book and result, our curiosity more 
aroused than satisfied, which perhaps not bad. 


The story the book this: Teheran there lives 
minor political employee who discovers that his super- 
that more peaceful solution could found only 
the respective parties could get together. Knowing the 
acquaintances his beatnik son, KiaNoush, 
asks him establish some contact. KiaNoush starts 
out leisurely fashion his mission but sidetracked 
more pleasant persons and activities, which are the 
marrow the tale. 


The book easy read, sort pleasant tale 
pleasant pagan. There are some rather frequent and 
lengthy lectures irate father the unproductive 
son and some dreary political harangues, all which 
are easily skipped. The moral tone leaves much 
desired from Christian viewpoint. But after all the 
people are not Christians. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Birmingham, Stephen Barbara Greer 
Little, Brown. Aug. 371p. $4.50. 

purely natural level Carson and Barbara Greer’s 
marriage should have been very happy one all 
counts. Parents two fine children, owners fairly 
expensive home the Sunrise Heights section 
Locustville, Pa., all outward appearances they were 
very much love with one another. Yet Barbara was 
utterly bored with her life. Perhaps was due 
Carson’s frequent absences business trips; then, too, 
may have been due her dislike being “or- 
ganization man’s” wife; maybe was plain homesick- 
ness for the family farm Connecticut where tradi- 
tion and ceremony still played very important roles; 
surely could not (or could really?) some subtle 
for her brother-in-law, Barney Callahan. 
matter what the cause, only took moments after 


departure for England for Barbara call 


ina maid for the children and off alone for the 
New England homestead. 


For all their reputation one the first families 
the small town where they operated profitable paper 
mill, the truth the matter that trouble was brew- 
ing aplenty beneath the superficial happiness and close- 
ties that seemed keep the Woodcock family 
close together. Feigning work ancestral his- 
tory, Preston Woodcock uses the privacy his study 
for some solid, secret drinking. Daughter Peggy, using 
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her weak and penniless husband, Barney, pawn, 
tries scheme her way into the possession the busi- 
ness and the family fortune. Add this father- 
daughter combination the presence Barbara’s old 
school chum, oversexed, frustrated Nancy Rafferty with 
her own passion for just one more cocktail, and occa- 
sionally bring the scene Barbara’s cousin, Woody, 
with few pointed references his abnormality which 
Carson experienced while college. Amid these Bar- 
bara seeks refuge from the monotony her married 
life. 

Having telescoped the reason for Barbara’s hurried visit 
the farm, the author hems and haws his groping way 
for several hundred pages before bringing the teasing 
act between his heroine and her brother-in-law its 
sad and tragic ending. The unfortunate weakling 
drowned while his way keep clandestine tryst 
with his sister-in-law. 

Not unexpected this tardy reviewer, Barbara Greer 
making strong bid for best sell lists and, all 
probability, will heading for the casting director’s 
office before long. Why? Simply because for all 
her amoral and immoral behavior Barbara made out 
rather attractive and mysterious heroine, aloof, 
standing her own self-made pedestal, subtly weaving 
magic spell and arousing the sympathy those who 
come contact with her. But “she’s hardly para- 
gon” friend Nancy puts it. few low blows 
Barney’s religion together with broad hints adultery 
between his mother and the parish priest, along with its 
other vulgarities and foul language, hardly warrant 
much recommendation for story which, while might 
not quite hit rock bottom, certainly digs deep for its 


distasteful effect. 
Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York, New York 


Huie, William Bradford 

The Americanization Emily 
Dutton. Aug. 12,1959. 190p. $3.50. (IV) 
From the book jacket: “Here the story wartime 
romance—in war waged from hotel suites. The poli- 
ticking and conniving, the fantastic top-level extrava- 
gance laughingly charged off ‘the poor taxpayer back 
home,’ the wholesale sex that often began with the 
‘love potion’ carried every officer: cartoon 
cigarettes, box Hershey bars, Palmolive soap, and 
pound bacon. It’s all here “lusty, hardhitting, 
vastly entertaining novel.” This excerpt about 
much description this novel one needs. 
“Lusty” is—sex dominates all. Lt. Commander 
James Monroe Madison, aide admiral reputed 
“the best diplomat the Navy,” meets Emily Bar- 
ham, one select group attractive British girls who 
drive cars for Navy brass London. With the usual 
“love potions,” expects make immediate con- 
quest. Emily doesn’t fall quite fast most the 
girls seem to, but she falls. The difference between 
this affair and the Commander’s usual one, that 
the end the story and Emily are about marry. 


“Hardhitting” the book too, and this lies its only 
value. The kind politicking described undoubtedly 
did on. The Admiral himself says P.M. 
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P.M.—that’s when win wars, gentlemen.” (After 
that hour, every man was his own, course.) 
There much real interest the behind-the-scenes 
preparation for the landing Normandy, and the 
chapters devoted the landing itself are far the 
best the book. 


“Vastly entertaining” something exaggeration. 
The book shocking its lighthearted attitude toward 
sex, bribes, ridicule leaders, and its general cyni- 
cism. Readers general might vastly annoyed 
what the privileged few got away with the name 
diplomacy. 


William Bradford Huie writes wth authority; 
doubt was there. has the makings here for best- 
seller, unfortunately. But won’t with the help 


this review. 
Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Perry, George Sessions 
Walls Rise and Hold Autumn Your Hand 
Doubleday. Aug. 20,1959. 384p. $4.50. (IIa) 


The re-publication two novels George Sessions 
Perry must received happy event 
readers unacquainted with this lusty writer well 
those who will want whet their literary appetites 
again. 

Walls Rise (originally published 1939) and Hold 
Autumn Your Hand (from 1941) are contained 
two-in-one volume and show the author, whose 
career was ended death 1956, those qualities 
which rightly merited him critical acclaim. has 
vivid way with words which creates picture after ab- 
sorbing picture the rugged Southwest. His humor 
rises from the soil with the simple honesty just plain 
folks. Throughout the lighter and the serious moments 
his narratives there sincere compassion for life 
which seems put flesh the very words. 


The earlier the two stories abandoned yarn 
earthy mirth concerning three hoboes and their sundry 
involvements with people and events along the Brazos 
River. its most enjoyable sense, this amoral 
novel which shows the carefree, simple life uncluttered 
any worries beyond today. The hilarious climax 
typical case point the trio decide get rid 
some new-found wealth quickly possible because 
might lead them things not good for them. 


The second novel the story Sam Tucker and his 
struggle against the soil. The heartaches and dis- 
apppointments, the little joys and warming successes 
the impossible defeats and the stirring victories through 
which the Tucker family live their life hold you from 
opening line the closing the book. The people 
are human: Nona, his wife; Jot and Daisy, their chil- 
dren; Granny, Sam’s cantankerous mother; and Zoonie, 
the family dog; and the various neighbors—all seem 
your own family and neighbors. 


You cannot wrong with these two works for sheer 
reading pleasure. 
George Perry, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Jacobs, William This Violent 
Fell. Aug. 17,1959. 316p. $4.50. (IV) 


With the question book censorship riding high 
the trial Lady Chatterley’s Lover, here one 
should definitely ruled “obscene and filthy” and 
banned from the mail. This Violent Land rough, 
tough, blood-and-guts western about Bowie 
and his brother Travis who have out over 
death. Bowie comes home Tombstone 
gun his prodigal father because Bowie’s eyes his dad 
was responsible for his mother’s death. Travis, 
Bible-reading, peace-loving younger brother, wants 
prove the gunslingers Tombstone that map 
sets out get his brother. The remainder 
the yarn taken with Travis’ brother-hunt amid 
some the roughest, toughest and filthiest men and 
women who ever roamed the West. 

Apparently Mr. Jacobs has either never heard the 
virtues justice, purity and religion, else, simply 
ignores them. Wyatt Earp dragged the only 
hint law and order. This Violent Land not only 
suggestive, downright dirty and has other place 
than among the slough plain unadulterated 
books like those Mickey Spillane. also 
with blasphemy and profanity. Perhaps Mr. Jacobs had 
intended paint picture the West where “men 
were men and women were instead, everyone 
degraded animal level. not even worth start 
ing. Too bad that such filth appears print! 


Leigh Bradley, O.F.M. Cap., 
Marathon, Wisconsin 


Temple, Willard Every Day Sunday 
Crown. Aug. 6,1959. 253p. $3.50. (IIb) 

Every day Sunday when you don’t have work any 
more—but can more curse than blessing, 
Sam Jessup discovered. the urging his wife, more 
less against his better judgment, retires from his 
paint company, sells his house, tells his grown children 
goodby, and sets out for the Good Life Florida. 
trials housing, social life and general 
ment are many, with added problem the shape 
Lorraine Smith, who enjoys life the sunshine while 
her husband stays north, making money. Sam 
ages barely survive all, including the glass-walled 
house, the Monday night cocktail parties, his wife 
ing novel, and even Lorraine Smith. 

Every Day Sunday, while termed novel, bears 
While would hesitate call “this hilarious 
icle,” humorous, doubt particularly any 
one planning for dreaming about retirement. 

suggested for adults only, not only reason the 
general subject matter, but more particularly becaus 
the suggestive nature several passages. 


Mary Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Updike, John The Same Door 
Knopf. 242p. $3.75. 

Connoisseurs the modern short story will welcome 
this first collection sixteen finely chiseled 
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from The New Yorker’s versatile, young writer, John 
Updike. They will appreciate the sensitive fusing 
tempo and tone, the perceptive character delineations, 
the deft plumbing shallow existence. Most all, 
they will mark the lyrical language, the brilliant design, 
the poetic poise talented craftsman. fact, they 
may understandably speculate that the influence the 
century metaphysical poets resounds the 20th 
century prose John Updike. 


This trait stunning rhetoric, however, can 
annoying feature because attracts attention the 
craft and distracts from the story. startling metaphor, 
particularly religious nature, for which Mr. Uplike 
betrays fondness, explodes rather than explores 
theme. maturing restraint will discipline this weak- 
ness and convert prose liability into fiction asset. 


paints vividly his chiaroscuristic canvas young 
Americans. The general locale the Middle Atlantic 
States, notably Pennsylvania, but the specific area 
concern the psyche his distinctly drawn char- 
acters. the realm the spirit, Mr. Updike displays 
daring dexterity charts the subtle motivations, 
frustrations, and aspirations real people. His slice 
“slice life” fiction sharply edged and cleanly 
cut. When the poetic eye studies character under 
miscroscope, catalogues fine details. When the poetic 
pen records these findings, points realistically The 
Same Door, the door the human psyche. 


Readers who delighted The Poorhouse Fair, Mr. Up- 
dike’s first hovel published recently, will enjoy this col- 


lection’s portrait gallery. They will recognize the artist’s 


signature. 
Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Richard 
The Freudian Ethic (An Analysis the 
Subversion American Character 

Sloan Pearce. Aug. 21, 1959. 299p. $5.00. 


This work social criticism which will provoke 
many will stimulate. Its dominant theme 
that the Protestant Ethic America has been replaced 
the Freudian Ethic and instead finding the 
adventurous American those personal qualities strong 
Motivation, freedom from social preconceptions, self- 
confidence, foresightfulness, individual initiative and 
energetic enterprise, are now confronted with the 
permissive home and the progressive school that are 
producing under Freudian impetus nation weak- 
lings. This may strong meat for many but Piere’s 
book has already received considerable attention before 
reason extended excerpt that was 
edited and adapted the science editor The Satur- 
day Review Literature for its August Ist issue. 


From comparative study the social history and the 
social institutions and ideologies the West with those 
India and China which comparable changes 
occurred, the German sociologist, Max Weber, 
came the conclusion that the significant variable was 
the ethic the West. Weber’s view the new ethic 
was historically associated with Protestantism and there- 
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fore himself gave the name the Protestant ethic. 
Piere himself admits that the term unfortunate 
because implies that the values and sentiments that 
constitute the ethic are irrevocably identified with 
Protestantism, held only those the Protestant 
faith, and adhered universally all professed Prot- 
estants. This fair statement but Piere himself 
frequently assigning Protestantism elements the 
ethics the West which preceded its emergence. The 
rationality man was not the singular intuition the 
followers Luther nor was the capacity reason un- 
touched the Protestant interpretation original sin. 
found Piere’s presentation Protestant theology 
and its relation philosophy far the radical 
capacities the human intellect and will are concerned 
inadequate and times misconstruction. 


Space will permit only some references points which 
this reviewer would seriously question: during the 
Middle Ages the ethic Western society had differed 
only detail from Eastern societies (p. 12); Luther 
wished purify venal institution (p. 14); Church 
dogma had placed mental restraints its followers 
(p. 29); the Roman Church like Freudianism contra- 
scientific (p. 50); Moses legend (p. 51); there are 
resemblances between the Trinity and the id, ego and 
super-ego Freud (p. 51); keeping with this fashion 
highly ritualized, extra-marital sexual play may not 
have bothered greatly the moral conscience Catholic 
Austro-Hungarians who had long been noted for their 
adaptability (p. 62); the comparison between psycho- 
analysis and confession (p. 68); freedom from precon- 
ceptions the first law the scientific method (p. 
100); the rise Protestantism and the idea that man 
rational animal (p. 163). This last association 
Protestantism and rationalism made frequently 
that Piere seems identify the two and un- 
aware what consequences befell man’s rational 
powers according orthodox Protestant theology 
result original sin. 


The development the relation between progressive 
education and the Freudian ethic especially well 
done. There are excellent analyses the author 
the public schools, the schools education, the 
role student counsellors, the notion that punish- 
ment its very nature should vindicative and that 
the Freudians who see only vindictive attitude 
society that punishes are undermining both law and 
society; the analyses the permissive home and the 
progressive school. The analysis the antecedents 
history the revised notion insanity law very 
sharply drawn. 


This reviewer found himself agreeing with very much 
that Piere finds the causality chain explain our 
present cultural picture. The disagreements arose pri- 
marily from the inadequacies the author’s knowl- 
edge precisely what Protestant theology and what 
has done the rational powers man its own 
explanation the consequences original sin. The 
book provocative one and should read anyone 
interested social criticism. 


Thomas Wassmer, Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 
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MacGregor, James When the Ship Sank 
Doubleday. Aug. 236p. $3.95. (III) 

The Flavia was torpedoed without warning few hours 
after war was declared and sank within matter 
minutes. the more than six hundred men, women 
and children aboard, many died result the ex- 
plosion were trapped board the doomed ship; 
many more were lost abortive attempts launch 
the life boats; others, who succeeded getting clear 
the ship, died awaiting rescue the subsequent 
sinking one the rescue ships. 


When the Ship Sank the story the loss the 
Flavia. follows few those aboard from just 
before the torpedo hit their death eventual rescue. 
The author knows human emotions and good 
word pictures, but the reactions his characters are 
without the sense urgency expected times 
extreme stress. Nor would well-disciplined ship, 
describes the Flavia, launch life boat after life 
boat under conditions almost certain result the 
loss every beat and the almost equally certain death 
all the occupants. 

The book easy reading, even though lacks reality. 
you not know much about the sea disaster 
sea you are not too particular about the accuracy 
the setting novel, you should enjoy the book. 
none these apply, you may still enjoy because 
the author’s ability with words. 


Moses, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Yarmolinsky, Avrahm 

Road Revolution: Century 

Russian Radicalism 
Macmillan. July 369p. $5.95. 
Dr. Yarmolinsky’s book devoted the problems 
the Russian revolutionary movement the 
century. Most Russian history books American au- 
thors, varying degrees, touch the problems the 
Russian social and revolutionary movement the 
century. Dr. Yarmolinsky’s contribution 
addition this growing stock understanding what 
took place Russia’s past. 
is, however, contribution, not completely free 
errors and shortcomings. The author repeats the old 
mistake many Russian political writers. devotes 
primary emphasis the programs revolutionary 
parties. Only secondarily does treat the part 
which the Russian people played this whole drama. 
The papers and works Russian Leftist writers prevail 
the author’s source material, where Pokrovski, 
found the list general works (p. 353f.). the 
same time the books serious historians beginning with 
Kliuchevski are absent. Even Soviet historiographers 
before the last war concluded the necessity utili- 
zing the works the old Russian scholars. 


result there are mistakes characterizing the 
Russian people. For example, Dr. Yarmolinsky writes, 
“To the peasant person clothed with authority, 
Church State, was alien and hostile force, 
endured like heat cold...” This state- 
ment repeats well-known political slogan pre-1917 
Russian revolutionaries-atheists. However, the Russian 
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Church was the rare organization which was able 
continue independent existence for about ten years 
after the October Revolution. And even later, during 
the worst days collectivization, Stalin forbade the 
closing village churches. Hence, such tacit admis 
sion even the Communists, characterization the 
Church “an alien and hostile force” the 
peasant not justified. 


There are other doubtful assertions the author. 
page 16, for example, read, “But soon became 
clear all concerned that Bonaparte, like Hitler 
had come not liberate, but conquer and 
Bonaparte was, course, Bonaparte. However, 
scarcely possible equate him Hitler who 
claimed era physical annihilation 
nations. 


Perhaps, summary, one could say that the title 
misleading. Dr. Yarmolinsky can approach his topic 
wishes, but could have titled more correctly 
“Russian Revolutionary Groups and Parties the 
Nineteenth Century.” 

Krypton, 


Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Velie, Lester Labor U.S.A. 
Harper. June 17,1959. 318p. $4.95. (Ila) 


becoming ever more obvious that labor corruption 
and labor reform legislation constitute the top political 
issue the national scene today. Regardless whether 


bility this writing, bill all—emerges from the 
present Congress, safe assume that the 
nominations and elections may hinge large part 
the public reaction what does transpire. The nation 
has witnessed the direct personal involvement via radio 
and television Chief Executive who has previously 
distinguished himself attitude olympic detach- 
ment other areas legislative concern, the inability 
produce adequate civil rights legislation being per 
haps the most revealing point contrast. 


The Senate’s McClellan Committee, through its 
ing revelations, has done much educate the 
can public the dimensions the problem and the 
pressing need for immediate reform. Many thes 
revelations serve the source material employed 
Velie preparing this most informative study. this 
respect, however, one should note that the author 
attempts more balanced perspective; here one finds 
summaries the careers and contributions “good” 
labor leaders well accounts the emergence and 
frightening influence the corrupters essentially 
honorable movement. The many biographical sketches 
men like Gompers, Lewis, Murray, Meany, Reuther 
—yes, and Hoffa, too—are done clever, readable 
journalistic style. The effect something montage 
heroes and scoundrels, (happily more the 
and the reader completes the book with awareness 
that America owes great debt the labor movement 
and its accomplishments. 


But the reader troubled, too. The scandals and vil- 
lany are described full measure and brutal detail. 
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These accounts make all too clear that the solution 
one that cannot left entirely the self-policing 
the unions, however sincere and dedicated their 
may be. One impressed the need mar- 
shal full community strength behind the victims and 
the heroic opponents both the gangster element and 
the not always scrupulous business interests which must 
shoulder much the responsibility for the hoodlum 
and influence. How extensive the involve- 
ment public authority should remains matter 
prudential judgment; this reviewer would see the opti- 
mum resting somewhere between the level suggested 
Mr. Meany and the more enthusiastic extremes ap- 
parently favored Administration advisors. 


the book does not furnish pat answer solution, 
does furnish much the information upon which the 
reader can form reasoned decision his own. 
careful review this information will help him 
understand the somewhat touchy defensiveness the 
respectable labor leadership (and its historical ante- 
cedents) the same time that furnishes clear out- 
line the need for firm and constructive action cor- 
rect the serious abuses that have developed. 


Gordon Zahn, Ph.D. 


Sackville-West, 
Daughter France: The Life Grande 
Mademoiselle 

Doubleday. Aug. 336p. $4.95. (IIa) 


“la Grande (1627-1693), duchess 
Montpensier, and daughter Gaston d’Orleans, brother 
Louis XIII, the subject matter Miss Sackville- 
West’s latest book. historical novel beautifully 
written which reconstructs period history and 
the same time brings out the author’s talent writing 

The Duchess Montpensier was ambitious woman 
and romanesque individual. life was one 
adventures and deceptions. time, there was 
question her marrying Louis XIV himself; then the 
king Spain, Philippe the Prince who later be- 
came Charles II; the emperor Ferdinand the king 
Portugal; and, later, Aluzun, simple cadet who had 
become favorite Louis XIV. All these marriage 
plans fell through, one after the other. 


From her mother, she had inherited considerable for- 
tune. She was full ambition and pride. Physically, 
she was not too attractive and matter fact 
too masuline. Yet while Paris she was very 
much demand. But her most cherished hope, 
marry and above all marry king, failed. Her love 
for the Duke Aluzun was even crushed royal 
decree which forbade the marriage. However, the 
points out she remained loyal her “unfaith- 
ul” lover. 


During the Fronde she took side with those who had 
she led the army the princes. When the 
famous battle the Faubourg Saint Antoine took place, 
she ordered the cannons fire the royal troops 
order permit Conde’s troops retreat. 


Sackville-West has not only presented magni- 
ficent biography Mademoiselle Montpensier but 
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she has also equally described beautifully the period 
which she lived. The regime Louis XIV, Mazarin, 
the ministers, the struggles among the various fac- 
tions, the splendors the life Versailles, its degra- 
dation there well Paris. Truly excellent 


book. 


The author has added much simplified table the 
genealogy the House Bourbon, two appendicés 
which explain many things which now were un- 
known, biographical notes all the mentioned indi- 
viduals within the book and excellent index. This 
reviewer knows better work either French 
English. should found every college library. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Twersky, Jacob The Sound the Walls 
Doubleday. Aug. 239p. $3.95. 


Loss vision catastrophe but one which 
individual can become adjusted can face and solve 
the same problems those with sight and the 
“sighted” give him only natural and understanding 
acceptance human being. That the message 
which Jacob Twersky brings this straightforward 
account his own life. One several sons Polish 
rabbi, lost his vision gradually, while child, the 
result infectious disease. Taken from doctor 
doctor mother who refused accept his fate, 
too acquired the same rebellious attitude and, for long 
years, lived only for the day when his sight could 
regained. Later America rebelled against the 
special classes school and against institutional enroll- 
ment even though finally attended institution. 
Eventually came partial acceptance his fate 
and channeled most his rebellion into aggressiveness. 
The aggressiveness, turn, was used lead him into 
competition for success “sighted” man’s world. 
completed college, went graduate school and, 
finally, unable secure teaching position 
“sighted” school, took position institute. Con- 
tinued persistence landed him position Instructor 
History City College New York and Chief 
Educational Therapy the New York Veterans’ Hos- 
pital. The final adjustment came with marriage and 
children. All all, Mr. Twersky’s message worth- 
while and deserves read. One only regrets that, 
Jew, seems have secured little benefit from 
his religion, practically abandoning it. There also 
instance immorality implied page 212. the 
whole, the book seems suitable for adult readers. 


Brief Comment 
Was Teen-Age Dwarf 


Shulman, Max 
Random House. Aug. 23,1959. 204p. $3.50. 


Dobie Gillis was short for his age and found that 
serious handicap pursuit his favorite hobby, which 
was girls. There was Gidgie, then Esme, then Alma 
and Red-knees Baker, Helen, Beans, Berthe, Elizabeth, 
Angela, Zelda, Harriet, Celeste, Miranda, Chloe. The 
last one married and lived happily thus far with. 
all absurdly funny and amazingly devoid the 
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usual sex play the young and older Freudists put into 
teen-age tempers. the girls are different, with dif- 
ferent female foibles. Dobie learns about women and 
their wily ways series funny episodes. Harmless 
for older adolescents and adults. 


Kolb, Avery Jigger Whitchet’s War 
Simon and Schuster. Aug. 214p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Jigger pint size negro from St. Louis, product 
slum streets with engaging innocence, who gets 
drafted and goes overseas England and thence 
France and, eventually, Paris. His adventures are 
comic and times uproarious; but there sprinkling 
vulgarity that reserves recommendation this ab- 
surdly funny tale adults; preferably male adults 
who have themselves had hitch the armed forces. 


Goutard, Colonel The Battle France, 1940 
Ives, Washburn. Aug. 12,1959. 280p. $4.00. (IIa) 
Capt. Liddell Hart writes confirming foreword 
this scholarly study the reason for the breakdown 
French resistance the German forces that swept 
around the northern end the Maginot Line and into 
Holland, Belgium and France May 1940. 
thoroughly researched, documented study which cor- 
rects great deal the haphazard guesses and accusa- 
tions which have continued made since that time. 
The fault, Colonel Goutard finds, was mostly the 
the military leaders France, particu- 
larly their refusal abandon the so-called “classic” 
strategic planning and face the problem 
highly mobile relatively small striking force which the 
Germans used for the invasion rather than large mass- 
attack. makes absorbing reading for those who re- 
member those hectic days. 


Untermeyer, Louis Lives the Poets 
Simon and Schuster. Aug. 27,1959. 757p. $7.25. 
Mr. Untermeyer has done masterful work reducing 
the many volumes Samuel Johnson’s “critical biog- 
raphies” some poets, and the same time adding 
some eighty more poets the list. That not say 
that this “digest” condensation Johnson’s 
work. entirely Mr. Untermeyer’s; and has been 
able tell the story each poet’s life adequately and 
give fairly generous sample, example rather, 
the poet’s work while doing so. The volume ad- 
mirably printed and bound endure frequent use; and 
the thorough index will make reference easy, while the 
style the writing will attract often. Libraries and 
teachers English will particularly pleased with 
this volume. Any literate reader will enjoy dipping 
into it, time after time. Recommended. 


Fourrey, Rene and Rene The Cure d’Ars 
Kenedy. Aug. 20, 1959. 215p. $10.00. (I) 

mark the centenary the sainted Jeanne-Marie 
Vianney, famous the cure d’Ars, this pictorial biog- 
raphy has been compiled with text Rt. Rev. Rene 
Fourrey, Bishop Belley, and pictures Rene Perrin. 
The text occupies, with its references pages, and 


adequate summary the remarkable life 

Jean-Marie; ;the remaining pages are given over 
photographs the countryside and the various sceng 
outdoor and indoor which the curé Ars lived 
Some the reproductions old engravings are 

affecting, are the photographs relics 
aint. 


Johnson, Harold Jean 
Knopf. July xi,287p. $5.00. 

knowledgeable critical biography the late 
English composer, this volume wisely devotes 
its attention evaluating the music which Sibeliy 
wrote and limits itself those facts his life 
background which had some bearing his 
tions and which make the music more 
continually interesting study made further 
complete listing Sibelius’ works, bibliography 
and thorough index. 


Klemer, Richard Man for Every Woman 
Macmillan. Aug. 3,1959. 193p. $3.95. (Ila) 


This book was “designed sound practical guide 
the single woman who wants get married and 
make her marriage successful 
language, interesting style and sound its approach, 
the book may well live its designation. 


Unlike books marriage which seek explore 
paths successful marriage, this effort seeks analyz 
the reasons why women not marry, how woman 
may use this knowledge find suitable mate and 
how attract this potential mate into marriage. 


While recognizing the individual differences each 
female the author covers sufficient general situations 
make the book applicable the majority 
Recommended for all females who want married, 
for those counseling such persons. 


Clue-Works 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


The Deadly Sex Jack Webb, (Rinehart. 246p. 
IIb), involves Detective Inspector Sam Golden the 
Los Angeles police and Father Joseph Shanley, 
poor parish the Spanish-speaking section, 
case that involves murder, mayhem, diamonds, 
gling and sin; but which better than average 
approach faith and truth. Adult readers should 
tion the kidnapped baby theme The Man Who 
Was Three Jumps Ahead; but the experienced reader 
will spot the guilty culprit within the first fifty pages, 
then read see how the thing handled the 
author, (Simon and Schuster. 245p. $2.95; IIb) 
Patrick Quentin’s Shadow Guilt, (Random Hous. 
$2.95; IIb), handles the 
plot skillfully keeps your suspicion shifting from 
one another and another until the final revelation, 
which also helps reconcile man his 
Not Me, Inspector Helen Reilly, (Random Hous. 
207p. $2.95; like others this expert crime-story 
teller’s novels, based actual police files and puts 
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the redoubtable Inspector McKee work solving what 
appears contrived fatal accident wealthy 
woman and the disappearance her stepson, suspected 
the crime The Alternate Case Joseph Din- 
neen, (Little, Brown. 264p. $3.75; seems 
Mr. Dinneen’s version how the famous Brink robbery 
some years back actually was accomplished and why 
has never been satisfactorily solved, (at least Mr. 
Dinneen’s opinion). There much explanation the 
workings the numbers racket and other criminal 
activities Auric Goldfinger has the most bodacious 
plan: knock off Fort Knox, but underestimates 
the brilliant British agent, James Bond. Despite ab- 
Goldfinger Ian Fleming, (Macmillan. 318p. 
IIb), delightful excursion improbability 
Key the Morgue Robert Martin, (Dodd, 
Mead. 179p. $2.95; IIa), puts Jim Bennett work for 
Alvin Bayne secure evidence for divorce; that’s 
when corpses start dropping all over Shaker Heights 
Cleveland. The depopulation rate and other cir- 
cumstances not help credibility Judson Phillips 
Killer the Catwalk, (Dodd, Mead. 211p. $2.95; 
tells somewhat involved tale that starts with 
little old lady getting tossed off the catwalk high above 
Chance Tempest’s stage. She had not been out her 
home for years. The whole thing amounts pleasant 
evening’s entertainment Crime and Mr. Campion 
Margery Allingham, three-in-one collection 
sme early Allingham stories featuring Albert Campion, 
the suave English sleuth. Included are: Death 
Ghost (1934), Flowers for the Judge (1936), and 
Dancers Mourning (1937). The 575 pages for the 
price bargain, (Doubleday. 575p. $4.50; 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Upper-bracket Paperbacks: 

Simon and Schuster has reissued, paperback but 
standard book size, two novels the late Greek writer, 
Nikos Kazantzakis: Zorba the Greek, ($1.75, IIb; cf. 
§9, vol. 13) and the powerful The Greek Passion, 
recently filmed “He Who Must Die,” ($1.95, 
... Grove Press, regular book size has made avail- 
able the old and ridiculously anti-Catholic “gothic” 
novel Matthew Lewis, The Monk, ($2.45, IIb); stu- 
dents English literature can read how silly all 
... Fathers and Sons, Ivan Turgenev’s most popular 
novel translated Barbara Makanowitzky and has 
foreword Alexandra Tolstoi Bantam classic, 
Lowell Bair, Stendhal’s The Red and the Black has 
introduction Clifton Fadiman, (SC-40, $0.75; 
Three Joseph Conrad’s short novels are col- 
lected under the title the longest, The Shadow Line, 
(Anchor 178, $0.95; I); the other two are “Typhoon” 
and “The Secret Sharer” Nineteenth Century 
German Tales, edited Angel Flores, (Anchor A-184, 
I), contains seven novelle such renowned 
Writers Richter, von Kleist, Stifter, Keller, Moerike, 
Hoffmann and Gottlieb. 

Also new the Anchor titles are The Listener’s Musi- 
cal Companion, Haggin, (A-183, $1.25; I), 
tevised second edition useful work which covers 
musical forms, composers’ biographies, notes criti- 
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cism, and notated listing selected available record- 
Literary Biography Leon Edel, (A-188, $0.95; 
IIa), discusses approaches the writing “life” 
The Book the Courtier Baldesar Cas- 
tiglione, something minor classic courtly conduct 
and ways life the 16th century, newly translated 
Singleton, (A-186, $1.25; and should 
prove fascinating reading the more serious reader 
Lewis Feuer has edited selection “basic 
writings politics and philosophy” Marx and 
Engels, mostly translations from the Foreign Lan- 
guage Publishing House editions Moscow, (A-185, 
$1.45; IIb); what the volume does give superficial 
survey some the lopsided views the fathers 
communism; Marx’s anti-semitism largely ignored 
the selection; and there are other lacunae. Sir Ken- 
neth Clark’s six lectures 1953 the National Gal- 
lery Washington The Nude art are published 
with considerable black-and-white illustrations, (A-168, 
$1.95; IIb); but there nothing lubricious lascivious 
either text illustrated material. The morbidly 
curious will disappointed; but the average reader 
will find the lectures too scholarly for general taste. 


The Laurel Shakespeare, which Dell has been publish- 
ing, adds (LB-129, $0.35; IIa), with commen- 
tary John Houseman and You Like It, 
(LB-130, $0.35; I), with commentary Esme Church 
Also the Laurel series fine “modern guide 
the understanding and enjoyment” Poetry 
Elizabeth Drew, $0.50; I); and this looks like 
good text for college poetry courses. 


Mystery and Suspense: 

The April Robin Murders Craig Rice and 
Bain, (Dell D-306, $0.35; cf. 187, vol. 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Hound the Baskervilles, 
(Dell D-302, $0.35; Angel’s Ransom David 
Dodge, (Dell D-304, $0.35; cf. 175, vol. 
The Labors Hercules Agatha Christie, (Dell D-305, 
$0.35; I), twelve short episodes featuring Hercule Poirot 
Suspense, collection four short novels Rich- 
ard Stern, (Ballantine, 331-K, $0.35; 
Murder Miami, collection stories selected 
Brett Halliday, one from each ten different authors, 
(Dell 331, $0.35; IIb) Tight Squeeze William 
Fuller, (Dell A-189, $0.25; IIb), another the tough 
school featuring Brad Dolan and the Keys Cuba 
traffic; this first printing So, too, Corruption 
City Horace McCoy, (Dell A-188, $0.25; IIb), which 
also the tough, torrid and tyro category. 


Westerns: 

Badlands Beyond Norman Fox, (Dell 1002, $0.25; 
I), sets its scene Montana Last Stage 
West Frank Bonham, (Dell A-186, $0.25; I), 
“original,” not reprint So, too, Kenneth 
Shiflet’s The Valiant Strain, (Dell A-126, $0.35; I), 
which follows company dragoons into Oregon Ter- 
ritory Also, Black Rock Valley 
Whitman, (Ballantine 328-K, $0.35; I), which mixes 
cavalry, Indians and bad white ranchers pretty much 
that order MacKinlay Kantor collects eight 
his magazine stories based American history 
Frontier, (Signet S-1703, $0.35; .The Wonderful 
Country, Tom Lea ,is now being filmed and happens 
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also superior wester nnovel, (Bantam F-1956, 
$0.50; cf. 181, vol. 12) Another high grade 
western Bitter Ground Burnett, (Bantam 
1973, $0.25; cf. 406, vol. 17). 


General Fiction: 

The Image Makers Bernard Dryer, (Bantam F-1946, 
$0.50; IIb, cf. 111, vol. 18), now being readied for 
release film form Love Little the pseu- 
donymous Amanda Vail, (Bantam A-1914, $0.35; 
cf. 73, vol. 17), nowhere near sexy you might 
David Delman, (Bantam 1921, $0.35; IV, cf. 60, 
vol. 18), cheap and vulgar novel about underwear 
selling Gift from the Boys Art Buchwald 
generally and genuinely funny story about deported 
but patriotic mob-leader, (Pocketbook C-350, $0.35; 
Only Akiko Duncan Thorp, explores effect 
Japan-duty impressionable American soldiers, 
(Dell D-303, $0.35; III, cf. 176, vol. 18) Yankee 
Pasha Edison Marshall issued for the third time 
under different number, (previously #353, #422), 
now (F-87, $0.50; IV, cf. 143, vol. The Flesh 
Merchants Bob Thomas, first, knowledgeable 
enough but second-rate story about behind-scenes 
and Hollywood movies, (Dell D-133, $0.35; IIb) 
Blue Denim play James Herlihy and Wil- 
liam Noble, has recently been released movie form; 
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the movie has different accent, different ending, 
tam A-1957, $0.35; IIb). 


General Non-Fiction: 

Only America Harry Golden, (Pocketbook 
M-5011, $0.50; cf. 166, vol. 18), still beg 
seller lists hardcover Madison Avenue 
Martin Mayer, (Pocketbook GC-66, $0.50; cf. 
20, vol. 18) Eleanor Roosevelt’s account 
doings since she “left the White House,” Oun, 
(Dell F-86, $0.50; I), will appeal mostly the ladie 
Zeebrugge Barrie Pitt, (Ballantine F-332-K, $0.50, 
I), the story World War raid German sub 
marine haven The Bible Was Right High 
Schonfeld, (Signet KP-371, $0.50; I), shows modem 
archaeology confirms New Testament historicity 
Islam Modern History Wilfred Smith, (Mentor 
$0.50; IIa), surveys the background the 
emerging Arab nationalism Marc Slonim’s 
Russian Literature, (Mentor MD-270, $0.50; 
should helpful students comparative literature 
The fundamentals Fishing and Hunting are sub 
ject Byron Dalrymple’s readable handbook, 
book M-4136, $0.35; Fun for the Family, edited 
Jerome Meyer, (Pocketbook M-4138, $0.35; 
suggests all sorts games, mostly with pencil and 
paper, seemed us, for home diversion, either the 
family with friends and neighbors. 
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